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DECODING - PRACTICE 

'Inflectional ending -ed and -ing': 

Syllabicate the word given below 

using “/” and write the base words in 

the parenthesis (). 

1) dimmed  -  dim/med    (dim) 

2) dining 

3. bragged 

4. drawing 

5. disturbing 

6. driving 

7. answered 

8. snapping 

9. making 

10. wandering 

 

'Common part words': Break the 

words into their consisting parts. 

Use the example as a guide. 

1) reorganized  -   re/organize/ed 

2) discouraging 

3. unprepared 

4. revisiting 

5. unnecessary  

6. retelling 

7. designer 

8. recycling 

9. remodeling 

10. accidental 

 

‘Words with suffix’: Syllabicate the 

word given below using “/” and write 

the base words in the parenthesis (). 

1. ugliest  -  ug/li/er   (ugly) 

2. loneliest -   

3. tidiest   -  

4. prettier   -   

5. heavier   -    

6. emptier   -   

7. fluffier   -   

8. naughtiest    -    

9. greediest   -   

10. dizziest   -  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DECODING – ANSWER KEYS 

'Inflectional ending -ed and -ing': 

Syllabicate the word given below 

using “/” and write the base words in 

the parenthesis (). 

1) dimmed   -   dim/med    (dim) 

2) dining    -   din/ing    (dine) 

3. bragged - brag/ged (brag) 

4. drawing - draw/ing (draw) 

5. disturbing-     dis/turb/ing (disturb) 

6. driving - driv/ing (drive) 

7. answered -   an/swer/ed (answer) 

8. snapping - snap/ping (snap) 

9. making - mak/ing (make) 

10. wandering  -  won/der/ing (wonder) 

 

'Common part words': Break the 

words into their consisting parts. 

Use the example as a guide. 

1) reorganized   - re/organize/ed 

2) discouraging - dis/courage/ing 

3. unprepared -  un/prepare/ed 

4. revisiting  - re/visit/ing 

5. unnecessary  - un/necessary 

6. retelling  - re/tell/ing 

7. designer  - design/er 

8. recycling  - re/cycle/ing 

9. remodelling - re/model/ing 

10. accidental - accident/al 

‘Words with suffix’: Syllabicate the 

word given below using “/” and write 

the base words in the parenthesis (). 

1. ugliest -      ug/li/er (ugly) 

2. loneliest  -     lone/li/est (lonely) 

3. tidiest   -     ti/di/est  (tidy) 

4. prettier  -     pret/ti/est (pretty) 

5. heavier  -     heav/i/er (heavy) 

6. emptier   -    emp/ti/er   (empty) 

7. fluffier   -    fluf/fi/er (fluffy) 

8. naughtiest   - naugh/ti/est (naughty)  

9. greediest  -   gree/di/er    (greedy) 

10. dizziest   -    diz/zi/est    (dizzy) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lunch Money Grammar   Adjectives 

Projectable 16.4 

Telling How Many and What Kind 

An adjective is a word that gives information 
about a noun. 

favorite cartoon red costume twelve pages 

A descriptive adjective tells how many or what 
kind of noun or pronoun is being described. 
Some descriptive adjectives tell the origin of 
the noun or pronoun. 

How many 
What kind 

Origin 

I read twelve comics. 
I read spine-tingling 
episodes. 
I read the Japanese 
comic last. 

Thinking Questions 
Which word gives 
information about a 
noun? Does it describe 
the noun or tell the 
origin of the noun? 

Circle the descriptive adjectives that give information about the underlined 
nouns. 

1. Newspapers print many cartoons. 

2. Several cartoons tell exciting stories. 

3. The people who draw cartoons are talented artists. 

4. The original drawings for cartoons are often valuable. 

Circle the descriptive adjective that tells the origin of each underlined noun. 

1. Many read a comic that took place in an Asian city. 

2. It was about a Japanese girl who was lost. 

3. The story ended when a Spanish woman helped her get home. 

4. The Italian character was a hero too. 
Grammar 
© Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 

Grade 5, Unit 4 

Copyright © 2014 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company



Lunch Money Grammar   Adjectives 

Projectable 16.5 

Adjectives After Linking Verbs 

The word link means “to connect.” A linking 
verb connects the subject in a sentence to its 
adjective. 
In the example below, the linking verb smells 
connects the subject food to the adjective 
good. 

linking 
verb adjective noun 

The food in the cafeteria smells good. 

Some linking verbs are forms of the verb “to 
be,” such as is, are, am, was. In the example 
below, the linking verb is connects the subject 
Greg to the adjective happy. 

linking verb 
subject 

Greg is happy to write comic books. 
adjective 

Thinking Questions 
What is the subject? 
What is the adjective? 
What word connects 
the subject to the 
adjective? 

The subject in each sentence below is underlined. Circle the adjective that 
describes the subject. Write the linking verb on the line provided. 

1. The book on the shelf appears large. 

2. Greg feels sleepy after writing all day. 

3. Creon was heroic when he saved people from the beast. 

4. The comic book looks finished. 

5. The children are excited to read the comic book. 

6. Greg’s grilled cheese sandwich tastes yummy. 
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Lunch Money Grammar   Adjectives 

Projectable 16.6 

Articles 

An article is a type of adjective that refers 
to and gives information about a noun. A is 
an indefinite article that is used before a 
word that begins with a consonant sound. 
A becomes an when the next word begins 
with a vowel sound. A and an refer to 
general nouns. 

The is a definite article and indicates a 
specific noun. 

Greg bought a comic book. 
There were pictures of superheroes on 
the first page. 

The second sentence refers to a particular, 
specific page. 

Thinking Question 
Is the noun general or 
specific? 

Fill in the blank with the correct article, a or an. 

1. Greg sold comic for $.25. 

2. The storeowner said that it was amusing story. 

3. I wanted to buy copy for my cousin. 

4. I hear it is popular series of comics. 

Complete the sentence with the correct article, a or the. 

5. Chunky Comics series sold out in two days. 

6. Making comic book is simple! 

7. collection was the most popular in the store. 

8. It was fun exploring new comic shop in our neighborhood. 
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LAFFF Grammar   Adverbs 

Projectable 17.4 

Adverbs that Tell How, When, 
and Where 

An adverb is a word that tells something 
about a verb. Some adverbs tell how, when, 
or where. Many adverbs end in –ly. 

adverb verb 
I will patiently wait for the time machine 
to be built. 

Thinking Questions 
What is the verb? 
What word tells how, 
when, or where about 
the verb? 

Write the adverb that tells about the underlined verb. 

1. The time machine quietly arrived at my front door. 

2. I slowly walked up to the machine. 

3. Conrad happily greeted me and smiled. 

4. “You must securely fasten your seatbelt for a wild ride,” he said. 

5. I confidently hopped into the passenger seat. 

Underline each adverb. Write the verb it describes. 

6. What would you see if you suddenly peeked into the future? 

7. Will you work hard in the future? 

8. Will you live happily? 

9. Some people curiously dream about the future. 

10. What will the future mysteriously bring to you? 
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LAFFF Grammar   Adverbs 

Projectable 17.5 

Adverbs of Frequency and Intensity 

Adverbs tell about verbs. Adverbs of 
frequency tell how often an action happens. 
Adverbs of intensity tell how much or to 
what degree an action happens. 

Adverb of frequency: I usually like stories 
about the future. 

Adverb of intensity: I read a lot of science 
fiction. 

Thinking Questions 
Which word is the 
verb? Which word 
tells how often or how 
much? 

Underline each adverb. Decide what it tells about the verb. Write how often, 
or how much on the line. 

1. Nathanial always dreams about the future. 

2. He usually tells people about his latest time machine. 

3. We almost got laughed out of a party the other day. 

4. He got a little upset that people don’t believe him. 

5. He experiments a lot with the latest time machine. 

6. It almost blasted him right into the future! 

Underline each adverb. Write the verb it describes. 

7. Nathanial never wants to travel to the past. 

8. He usually tries to visit the future. 

9. He helps a lot of other people visit the future, too. 

10. He sometimes smiles when he sees the future. 

11. The future is almost upon us! 
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LAFFF Grammar   Adverbs 

Projectable 17.6 

Using Adverbs 

An adverb should make sense when it 
describes a verb. 

Correct He happily buys science 
fiction books. 

Not correct He perfectly buys science 
fiction books. 

Thinking Question 
Does the adverb 
describe the action in 
the sentence? 

Fill in the blank with the adverb that makes the most sense. 

1. I can see the future in the time machine. (clearly, slowly) 

2. Jenna will be the President of the United States! (a lot, 

someday) 

3. She will become a very important person. (suddenly, loudly) 

4. Her mom will wave to her during the parade. (everywhere, 

proudly) 

5. Jenna will thank her mom during her speeches. (never, 

a lot) 

6. I will go in the time machine to see your future. (always, 

again) 

7. What else will I see from the time machine? (rudely, 

mysteriously) 

8. I hope I do not break the machine and get stuck in the 

future! (foolishly, more) 
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The Dog Newspaper Grammar   Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases 

Projectable 18.4 

Prepositions of Location, Time, 
Direction, and Detail 

A preposition is a word that shows a 
relationship between words in a sentence. 
It can show relationships of time (when), 
direction, or location (where), or add 
detail. Common prepositions include in, 
on, at, over, under, with, after, and during. 
A preposition begins a prepositional phrase. 

Direction The dog ran towardthe door. 
The dog ran afterlunch. Time 

Location 
Detail 

The dog ran intomy room. 
The door tomy room was open. 

Thinking Question 
What words tell about 
time, direction, or 
location, or add detail? 

Circle the preposition in each sentence. Write time, direction, location, or 
detail to tell what the preposition shows. 

1. The dog ran to the basement. 

2. She upset the backpack of homework. 

3. I chased after her. 

4. The dog was naughty during the birthday party. 

5. She knows she is the hit of the party. 

6. We won’t scold her at the moment. 

7. We will take her to obedience school tomorrow! 

8. Next time I will keep the homework in my bedroom. 
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The Dog Newspaper Grammar   Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases 

Projectable 18.5 

Prepositional Phrases 

A prepositional phrase can add information to 
a sentence in a creative story or text. It can tell 
where, when, or how, or can add detail. 

Where: The dog walker traveled 
on the bus. 

When: The dog walker traveled 
after school. 

How: The dog walker traveled 
with our friends. 

Detail: Russ is the dog walker 
for our neighbors. 

Thinking Questions 
What is the 
prepositional phrase 
in the sentence? What 
information does it 
add? 

Underline the prepositional phrase in each sentence. Write how, where, 
when, or detail on the line to tell what information it adds. 

1. I got my dog at the dog pound. 

2. He sleeps on my brother’s bed. 

3. They go for a walk before breakfast. 

4. They meet other dogs and owners on their walk. 

5. Mom makes them a warm breakfast after their return. 

6. Later I will take the dog to the park. 

7. A friend of mine will bring his dog, too. 

8. The park is one of our favorite places. 
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The Dog Newspaper Grammar   Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases 

Projectable 18.6 

Prepositional Phrases to Combine 
Sentences 

A prepositional phrase can be used to combine 
two sentences. 

Short sentences: My grandmother 
raises dogs. She lives 
in Oklahoma. 

Combined sentence: My grandmother in 
Oklahoma raises dogs. 

Thinking Questions 
What is the 
prepositional phrase 
in the sentences? 
How can it be used 
to combine the 
sentences? 

Rewrite the two short sentences as one sentence using the 
prepositional phrase. 

1. My dog Miffy barks loudly. She barks at everything and everyone. 

2. My dog chases my cat. The cat runs under the dining room table. 

3. My neighbor has a tiny dog. The dog was flown from the Midwest. 

4. Miffy likes hiding. She sits under the porch steps. 

5. I walk with Miffy every day. We walk up and down the hill. 

6. Miffy buries her bones. She puts them in the backyard. 
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Lunch Money Grammar   Adjectives 

Projectable 16.4 

Telling How Many and What Kind 

An adjective is a word that gives information 
about a noun. 

favorite cartoon red costume twelve pages 

A descriptive adjective tells how many or what 
kind of noun or pronoun is being described. 
Some descriptive adjectives tell the origin of 
the noun or pronoun. 

How many 
What kind 

Origin 

I read twelve comics. 
I read spine-tingling 
episodes. 
I read the Japanese 
comic last. 

Thinking Questions 
Which word gives 
information about a 
noun? Does it describe 
the noun or tell the 
origin of the noun? 

Circle the descriptive adjectives that give information about the underlined 
nouns. 

1. Newspapers print many cartoons. 

2. Several cartoons tell exciting stories. 

3. The people who draw cartoons are talented artists. 

4. The original drawings for cartoons are often valuable. 

Circle the descriptive adjective that tells the origin of each underlined noun. 

1. Many read a comic that took place in an Asian city. 

2. It was about a Japanese girl who was lost. 

3. The story ended when a Spanish woman helped her get home. 

4. The Italian character was a hero too. 
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Lunch Money Grammar   Adjectives 

Projectable 16.5 

Adjectives After Linking Verbs 

The word link means “to connect.” A linking 
verb connects the subject in a sentence to its 
adjective. 
In the example below, the linking verb smells 
connects the subject food to the adjective 
good. 

linking 
verb adjective noun 

The food in the cafeteria smells good. 

Some linking verbs are forms of the verb “to 
be,” such as is, are, am, was. In the example 
below, the linking verb is connects the subject 
Greg to the adjective happy. 

linking verb 
subject adjective 

Greg is happy to write comic books. 

Thinking Questions 
What is the subject? 
What is the adjective? 
What word connects 
the subject to the 
adjective? 

The subject in each sentence below is underlined. Circle the adjective that 
describes the subject. Write the linking verb on the line provided. 

1. The book on the shelf appears large. 

2. Greg feels sleepy after writing all day. 

3. Creon was heroic when he saved people from the beast. 

4. The comic book looks finished. 

5. The children are excited to read the comic book. 

6. Greg’s grilled cheese sandwich tastes yummy. 

appears 

feels 

was 

looks 

are 

tastes 
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popular series of comics. 

Lunch Money Grammar   Adjectives 

Projectable 16.6 

Articles 

An article is a type of adjective that refers 
to and gives information about a noun. A is 
an indefinite article that is used before a 
word that begins with a consonant sound. 
A becomes an when the next word begins 
with a vowel sound. A and an refer to 
general nouns. 

The is a definite article and indicates a 
specific noun. 

Greg bought a comic book. 
There were pictures of superheroes on 
the first page. 

The second sentence refers to a particular, 
specific page. 

Thinking Question 
Is the noun general or 
specific? 

Fill in the blank with the correct article, a or an. 

1. Greg sold a comic for $.25. 

2. The storeowner said that it was an amusing story. 

3. I wanted to buy a copy for my cousin. 

4. I hear it is a 

Complete the sentence with the correct article, a or the. 

5. The Chunky Comics series sold out in two days. 

6. Making a comic book is simple! 

7. The collection was the most popular in the store. 

8. It was fun exploring the new comic shop in our neighborhood. 
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LAFFF Grammar   Adverbs 

Projectable 17.4 

Adverbs that Tell How, When, 
and Where 

An adverb is a word that tells something 
about a verb. Some adverbs tell how, when, 
or where. Many adverbs end in –ly. 

adverb verb 
I will patiently wait for the time machine 
to be built. 

Thinking Questions 
What is the verb? 
What word tells how, 
when, or where about 
the verb? 

Write the adverb that tells about the underlined verb. 

1. The time machine quietly arrived at my front door. quietly 

2. I slowly walked up to the machine. slowly 

3. Conrad happily greeted me and smiled. happily 

4. “You must securely fasten your seatbelt for a wild ride,” he said. 

securely 

5. I confidently hopped into the passenger seat. confidently 

Underline each adverb. Write the verb it describes. 

6. What would you see if you suddenly peeked into the future? peeked 

7. Will you work hard in the future? work 

8. Will you live happily? live 

9. Some people curiously dream about the future. dream 

10. What will the future mysteriously bring to you? bring 
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LAFFF Grammar   Adverbs 

Projectable 17.5 

Adverbs of Frequency and Intensity 

Adverbs tell about verbs. Adverbs of 
frequency tell how often an action happens. 
Adverbs of intensity tell how much or to 
what degree an action happens. 

Adverb of frequency: I usually like stories 
about the future. 

Adverb of intensity: I read a lot of science 
fiction. 

Thinking Questions 
Which word is the 
verb? Which word 
tells how often or how 
much? 

Underline each adverb. Decide what it tells about the verb. Write how often, 
or how much on the line. 

1. Nathanial always dreams about the future. how often 

2. He usually tells people about his latest time machine. how often 

3. We almost got laughed out of a party the other day. how much 

4. He got a little upset that people didn’t believe him. how much 

5. He experiments a lot with the latest time machine. how much 

6. It almost blasted him right into the future! how much 

Underline each adverb. Write the verb it describes. 

7. Nathanial never wants to travel to the past. wants 

8. He usually tries to visit the future. tries 

9. He helps a lot of other people visit the future, too. helps 

10. He sometimes smiles when he sees the future. smiles 

11. The future is almost upon us! is 
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LAFFF Grammar   Adverbs 

Projectable 17.6 

Using Adverbs 

An adverb should make sense when it 
describes a verb. 

Correct He happily buys science 
fiction books. 

Not correct He perfectly buys science 
fiction books. 

Thinking Question 
Does the adverb 
describe the action in 
the sentence? 

Fill in the blank with the adverb that makes the most sense. 

1. I can clearly see the future in the time machine. (clearly, slowly) 

2. Jenna will someday be the President of the United States! (a lot, 

someday) 

3. She will suddenly become a very important person. (suddenly, loudly) 

4. Her mom will proudly wave to her during the parade. (everywhere, 

proudly) 

5. Jenna will thank her mom a lot during her speeches. (never, 

a lot) 

6. I will go in the time machine again to see your future. (always, 

again) 

7. What else will I mysteriously see from the time machine? (rudely, 

mysteriously) 

8. I hope I do not foolishly break the machine and get stuck in the 

future! (foolishly, more) 
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The Dog Newspaper Grammar   Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases 

Projectable 18.4 

Prepositions of Location, Time, 
Direction, and Detail 

A preposition is a word that shows a 
relationship between words in a sentence. 
It can show relationships of time (when), 
direction, or location (where), or add 
detail. Common prepositions include in, 
on, at, over, under, with, after, and during. 
A preposition begins a prepositional phrase. 

Thinking Question 
What words tell about 
time, direction, or 
location, or add detail? 

Direction The dog ran toward the door. 
Time The dog ran after lunch. 
Location The dog ran into my room. 

The door to my room was open. Detail 

Circle the preposition in each sentence. Write time, direction, location, or 
detail to tell what the preposition shows. 

1. The dog ran to the basement. direction 

2. She upset the backpack of homework. detail 

3. I chased after her. direction 

4. The dog was naughty during the birthday party. time 

5. She knows she is the hit of the party. detail 

6. We won’t scold her at the moment. time 

7. We will take her to obedience school tomorrow! location 

8. Next time I will keep the homework in my bedroom. location 
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The Dog Newspaper Grammar   Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases 

Projectable 18.5 

Prepositional Phrases 

A prepositional phrase can add information to 
a sentence in a creative story or text. It can tell 
where, when, or how, or can add detail. 

Where: The dog walker traveled 
on the bus. 

When: The dog walker traveled 
after school. 

How: The dog walker traveled 
with our friends. 

Detail: Russ is the dog walker 
for our neighbors. 

Thinking Questions 
What is the 
prepositional phrase 
in the sentence? What 
information does it 
add? 

Underline the prepositional phrase in each sentence. Write how, where, 
when, or detail on the line to tell what information it adds. 

1. I got my dog at the dog pound. where 

2. He sleeps on my brother’s bed. where 

3. They go for a walk before breakfast. when 

4. They meet other dogs and owners on their walk. where 

5. Mom makes them a warm breakfast after their return. when 

6. Later I will take the dog to the park. where 

7. A friend of mine will bring his dog, too. detail 

8. The park is one of our favorite places. detail 
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The Dog Newspaper Grammar   Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases 

Projectable 18.6 

Prepositional Phrases to Combine 
Sentences 

A prepositional phrase can be used to combine 
two sentences. 

Short sentences: 

Combined sentence: 

My grandmother 
raises dogs. She lives 
in Oklahoma. 
My grandmother in 
Oklahoma raises dogs. 

Thinking Questions 
What is the 
prepositional phrase 
in the sentences? 
How can it be used 
to combine the 
sentences? 

Rewrite the two short sentences as one sentence using the 
prepositional phrase. 

1. My dog Miffy barks loudly. She barks at everything and everyone. 
My dog Miffy barks loudly at everything and everyone. 

2. My dog chases my cat. The cat runs under the dining room table. 
My dog chases my cat under the dining room table. 

3. My neighbor has a tiny dog. The dog was flown from the Midwest. 
My neighbor has a tiny dog from the Midwest. 

4. Miffy likes hiding. She sits under the porch steps. 
Miffy likes hiding under the porch steps. 

5. I walk with Miffy every day. We walk up and down the hill. 
Every day I walk with Miffy up and down the hill. 

6. Miffy buries her bones. She puts them in the backyard. 
Miffy buries her bones in the backyard. 
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Eliza sat down on the patio to write. As 

Lunch Money Vocabulary Strategies   Word Origins 

Projectable 16.3 

Word Origins 

The Purse 

Eliza ate a banana at her lunch table while 
reading an encyclopedia. She gazed around 
the cafeteria. Her glance fell proudly on her 
new purse. Eliza brought the purse to school 
so her friends could admire it. Eliza and her 
grandmother had spent a large amount of time 
sewing the pieces together by hand, but it had 
been worth the effort. 

After school, Eliza went to her weekly 
guitar lesson with John. He told Eliza she would 
be an excellent solo performer because she had 
such a great voice. John said she could perform 
as soon as she wrote some original songs. 

soon as she picked up her pencil, she knew 
she would write a song about sewing the purse 
with her grandmother. She would title her new 
song “The Purse”! 

Vocabulary 

banana 
*banano 

encyclopedia 
*enciclopedia 

cafeteria 
*cafeteria 

guitar 
*guitarra 

solo 
*solo 

patio 
*patio 

*Spanish 
cognates 

Word Origin 
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LAFFF Vocabulary Strategies   Reference Materials 

Projectable 17.3 

Reference Materials 

The Famous Dancer 

For as long as I can remember, I have 
wanted to become a famous ballerina. My 
friends often laugh at how seriously I take my 
dancing. They talk about movies, shopping, 
and other things that I don’t care much about. 
When the subject of ballet comes up, however, 
I have a lot to say! 

My teacher is helping me to get ready 
for the annual dance competition. She was a 
brilliant dancer when she was younger and 
has taught me a lot. I have practiced very hard 
this year. I have worn through two pairs of toe 
shoes! After all of this work, I hope to hear my 
name announced as the winner! 

It is my dream to be on stage, bowing as 
I accept the trophy. I know my parents will be 
proud of me no matter what happens, but it 
would make them very happy to see me take 
first place. 

Vocabulary 

ballerina 
bailarina* 

laugh 
subject 
brilliant 

brillante 
announced 

anunciar 
bowing 

*Spanish 
cognate 

Word Part of Speech Meaning 

ballerina 
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The Dog Newspaper Vocabulary Strategies   Homophones and Homographs 

Projectable 18.3 

Homophones and Homographs 

Here Comes Harry! 

I waited anxiously for the plane to land. It 
was carrying a very special passenger. Soon 
the doors opened. A flight attendant carefully 
stepped down the steps, making sure he didn’t 
slip. He was holding a little bundle of white 
fur. “Here comes Harry!” he cried. I ran to 
greet them. My puppy had chocolate brown 
eyes and a tiny tail that wagged when he saw 
me. He gave a gentle bark of excitement. After 
thanking the attendant, I tucked Harry under 
my arm. It was time to take him home to meet 
his new family. Little did I know that from 
now on there wouldn’t be a moment’s peace in 
our house! 

Vocabulary 

plane 
slip 
tail 
bark 
new 
*nuevo, nueva 
peace 

*paz 

*Spanish 
cognates 

Homophones 

plane—aircraft with fixed wings plain—a level area of land 

Homographs 

Vocabulary Strategies 
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Lunch Money Vocabulary Strategies   Word Origins 

Projectable 16.3 

Word Origins 

The Purse 

Eliza ate a banana at her lunch table while 
reading an encyclopedia. She gazed around 
the cafeteria. Her glance fell proudly on her 
new purse. Eliza brought the purse to school 
so her friends could admire it. Eliza and her 
grandmother had spent a large amount of time 
sewing the pieces together by hand, but it had 
been worth the effort. 

After school, Eliza went to her weekly 
guitar lesson with John. He told Eliza she would 
be an excellent solo performer because she had 
such a great voice. John said she could perform 
as soon as she wrote some original songs. 

Eliza sat down on the patio to write. As 
soon as she picked up her pencil, she knew 
she would write a song about sewing the purse 
with her grandmother. She would title her new 
song “The Purse”! 

Vocabulary 

banana 
*banano 

encyclopedia 
*enciclopedia 

cafeteria 
*cafeteria 

guitar 
*guitarra 

solo 
*solo 

patio 
*patio 

*Spanish 
cognates 

Word Origin 

cafeteria 
guitar 
solo 
banana 
patio 
encyclopedia 

French 
French from Greek 
Italian from Latin 
Spanish 
Spanish 
Greek 
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LAFFF Vocabulary Strategies   Reference Materials 

Projectable 17.3 

Reference Materials 

The Famous Dancer 

For as long as I can remember, I have 
wanted to become a famous ballerina. My 
friends often laugh at how seriously I take my 
dancing. They talk about movies, shopping, 
and other things that I don’t care much about. 
When the subject of ballet comes up, however, 
I have a lot to say! 

My teacher is helping me to get ready 
for the annual dance competition. She was a 
brilliant dancer when she was younger and 
has taught me a lot. I have practiced very hard 
this year. I have worn through two pairs of toe 
shoes! After all of this work, I hope to hear my 
name announced as the winner! 

It is my dream to be on stage, bowing as 
I accept the trophy. I know my parents will be 
proud of me no matter what happens, but it 
would make them very happy to see me take 
first place. 

Vocabulary 

ballerina 
bailarina* 

laugh 
subject 
brilliant 

brillante* 
announced 

anunciar* 
bowing 

*Spanish 
cognate 

Word Part of Speech 

noun 

Meaning 

1. principal 
female dancer in 
a ballet company 
2. a female ballet 
dancer 

ballerina 
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The Dog Newspaper Vocabulary Strategies   Homophones and Homographs 

Projectable 18.3 

Homophones and Homographs 

Here Comes Harry! 

I waited anxiously for the plane to land. It 
was carrying a very special passenger. Soon 
the doors opened. A flight attendant carefully 
stepped down the steps, making sure he didn’t 
slip. He was holding a little bundle of white 
fur. “Here comes Harry!” he cried. I ran to 
greet them. My puppy had chocolate brown 
eyes and a tiny tail that wagged when he saw 
me. He gave a gentle bark of excitement. After 
thanking the attendant, I tucked Harry under 
my arm. It was time to take him home to meet 
his new family. Little did I know that from 
now on there wouldn’t be a moment’s peace in 
our house! 

Vocabulary 

plane 
slip 
tail 
bark 
new 
*nuevo, nueva 
peace 

*paz 

*Spanish 
cognates 

Homophones 

plane—aircraft with fixed wings plain—a level area of land 

tail—the part of an animal that 
extends from the base of its spine 

tale—a story 

new—not previously experienced knew—past tense of know 

peace—order; harmony piece—a part of something 

Homographs 

slip—to lose one’s footing slip—a small piece of paper 

bark—sound a dog makes bark—rough outer surface of a tree 
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DESCRIPTIVE WRITING 

Write a descriptive paragraph about your most important device. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Writing Checklist 

I wrote a clear introduction, paragraphs and conclusion. (2M) 

I wrote supporting details to describe facts. (2M) 

I used precise words to convey ideas. (1.5M) 

I used correct spellings, punctuations and capitalizations. (2M) 

I used transition words in the paragraphs. (1.5M) 

My draft is neat and presentable. (1M) 



FICTIONAL NARRATIVE GRAPHIC ORGANIZER – Practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: ………….……………….……………………. 

 

Character 

Setting: 

 

Problem: 

Events:  

Solution: Ending 

Solution: ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 



FICTIONAL NARRATIVE WRITING 

Write a fictional narrative about two friends that discover a ghost. 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Writing Checklist 

I wrote a clear introduction, paragraphs and conclusion. (2M) 

I wrote supporting details to describe facts. (2M) 

I used precise words to convey ideas. (1.5M) 

I used correct spellings, punctuations and capitalizations. (2M) 

I used transition words in the paragraphs. (1.5M) 

My draft is neat and presentable. (1M) 


